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Peculiarities of attitudeto work of pre-school educators in science cities to the 

prospects of their profession1 

Annotation 

The present day science cities of Russia remain the scientific and technological centers of 

the world level. So, in the science cities of the Moscow region is a whole range of priority 

scientific and innovative directions. Moreover, in the cities of science people sensitive about 

their history and traditions.  

Science cities are not only today, they are working on the future of the entire world 

science. 

Visit the science cities are much more interesting than the individual enterprise: this 

complex objects, in the history which reflects specific historical periods of the life of the country. 

In this article we carry out a comparative analysis of the characteristics of attitude to 

work of  pre-school educators to their profession between science cities, peripheral cities of 

Russia and its capital Moscow. 

Some notes: 

The science town (city) of the Russian Federation - municipal formation with the status 

of city district possessing high scientific and technical potential with the city scientific-industrial 

complex. 

Dubna is a science town in the North of Moscow region on the border with the Tver 

region Russia's largest research center in the field of nuclear physics. 

Murom is a city in Russian administrative centre of Murom district, Vladimir region. 

Article 

How  one or the other profession develops in a transforming society is certainly 

interesting to many Russians. Most of them care for the education and the future education for  

their children from preschool age.  

Me, Maria Gorbunkova-Bazhenova, a specialist in the teaching of English in a 

kindergarten, I had the  favourable opportunity last year to join the Russian society of 

sociologists, because the problem of society is a constituent of my profession. 

I was lucky to collaborate with Professor in the faculty of preschool pedagogy and 

psychology, which explores the features and prospects of development of my profession. I have 
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my own professional and personal problems, like all people, but they are offset when we try to 

look into the future. 

It is very important to say that I live in the science town of Dubna, well-known in the 

world of science, but that is located on the periphery of Moscow region. And the problem 

«center-periphery» widely studied in recent time is felt in our city in full measure. 

In June 2013 at the St. Petersburg economic forum Sberbank by tradition, hosted a 

business Breakfast on a theme "Investment in human capital: after seven too late?", dedicated to 

the development of the education system. The event was attended by heads of regions and the 

representatives of business.   

Governor of Kaluga region A..Artamonov noted in his speech very important for our 

study thought: «it is important not to encourage the degradation of preschool teachers. Educator 

in Kostroma doesn’t have to be paid in five times less than in Moscow. You need to go back to a 

common social space». 

In our study, which of course is at the starting stage, we try to define a new   

constructor of a profession of educator of a municipal kindergarten taking into account specifics 

of the town of science. 

We have a small «sketch» of a survey on the comparison professional problems in the 

course of which have been identified as General trends and differences in opinions educators-

teachers in the town of Dubna (20 respondents) and the city of Murom (21 respondents). 

 The city of Murom is a kind of capital for family education and home consent, where 

now are annually held in the all-Russian summer family holiday.  

The issue to the educators was raised in such a way: 

If you are now again choose your profession, then repeated it would be your choice?  

1. Yes, I am satisfied with my profession and would choose it again  

2. I am satisfied with my profession, but wouldn’t choose it again  

3. No, I'm not satisfied with my profession and never choose it again 

So we give data in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1. Peculiarities of choice of profession « pre-school educator » in the science 

town of Dubna in comparison with city of Murom 

 

Figure 1.shows the majority of respondents in the science town of Dubna are happy a 

profession and would choose it again. 

«When the child does, he(she) can feel the genuine joy that she passed me, and I rejoice 

with him(her).» 

«I’m proud to work with children, and I hope, that I can much to do for the development 

of preschool education.» - say the educators. 

«A huge number of various interesting toys are appeared in kindergartens, improved 

information technologies are actively used in kindergartens. Using them you can significantly 

better develop the mind of a child. Our city gives us such an opportunity. In the study of 

Informatics we have an interactive whiteboard. We, the pre-school educators, have access to it 

and if necessary we use it during the lessons. In the kindergarten there is a portable multimedia 

system. Appeared more different sports equipment.» 

In this case, since after the collapse of the USSR kindergartens switched to self-

sufficiency, the pre-school educators by themselves on their money buy didactic material or do 

with their hands. 

But it isn’t confusing them: «I think so - if you choose this profession, you fear nothing, 

and there are no obstacles to your favorite cause. And if you love to do most, all obstacles can be 

overcome,» - says the educator Maria Afonasieva from Dubna.  

According Response 2 in both cities the index is equal, approximately half of the 

respondents are satisfied with their profession, but wouldn’t choose it again. Response 3 

(unhappy with the profession and would not choose it again) figures in both cities are minimal. 

 The data of the respondents also believe that the biggest problem of educator profession 
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in Murom is low earnings, it is characteristic of both cities, but in Dubna the problem of large 

psychological overloads is in the first place.  

And the third reason for the respondents of both cities is the lack of respect for the 

profession by the Federal mass media. 

There is a certain difference in the attitude of local media to workers of education in 

Dubna. Here is what Anna Tugolukova, a pre-school educator of the highest qualification 

category of «Centre of development of the child - a kindergarten №3 « Sunbeam », the Dubna, 

Moscow region, Honorary worker of General education of the Russian Federation says: 

«The media of  Dubna promote the positive image. Parents who work in the media, are 

well aware that the moral support of employee pre-school education is a contribution to the 

development of the education of their child.» 

Since the issue came about parents in the science town of Dubna, we asked Anna 

Tugolukova:  

What is the distinctive feature of parents in Dubna? Whether it? 

«Of course,» - replied Anna,- «Parents are demanding for their children, they want their 

children to develop. The parents are very developed and conscious. They bring us the latest 

materials from all over the world, interesting educational games.  Parents want to take part in the 

process of education and training.  

Children are recorded in circles, because the program is overestimated there. 

About 80% of children develop their creative abilities in a variety of institutions of 

additional education. All is on the initiative of the parents. Parents help their children, because 

some of them have musical, some have art education on the basis of specialized schools. 

Parents in Dubna know tendencies and the Federal state standard of secondary school 

very well, and they want to prepare their children as best they can. 

Centres of development of the child - modern models of preschool educational 

institutions with creative flexible use of innovative educational programs and technologies - 

came from the parents; it was a public order of the science city. 

Parents in Dubna require additional studies with a complicated program. And the children 

take what their parents want from them.» 

«Since the times of the USSR the kindergartens of the our town is visited by children of 

different nationalities and all children feel comfortable, regardless of their appearance and their 

religion, because teachers are trained in them tolerance and respect for all confessions» - says 

Olga Baranova, the Methodist of « Centre of development of the child - a kindergarten №3 « 

Sunbeam », a pre-school educator of the highest qualification category.  «It is caused by 
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specificity of our science city, where since the founding of the main city-forming enterprise 

JINR by specialists - scientists from around the world.» 

What is singularity of  kindergartens in Dubna?  

All pre-school institutions subordinate to one management body - the Management of 

pre-school education. 

Dubna and Murom are «peripheral» of the city. And what are the problems noted by 

educators from Moscow. 

So S. Gubanova, experienced Methodist see the problem and trying to offer solutions. Is 

this possible in modern conditions arch workload of teachers documentary reporting? 

Recently on educational institutions are mass directives, instructions, circulars of various 

kinds and forms of accountability, and that's important to this reporting does not improve and 

isn’t conducive to a good level of pedagogical activity, not in demand neither parent or nor a 

teacher, or the child. 

It promotes a huge congestion of a Methodist of red tape, for which neither of the 

individual child, nor a teacher.  All on paper - on paper – a tale, and it cannot become 

reality, because of formal nature, and therefore dead.  It is necessary to stop this destructive 

vandalism of a living thing.  This is a return to the old methods of management; they are only 

useful and necessary for those who are accustomed to work with the regulations. Working day of 

the contemporary a methodologist, a senior teacher of pre-school institutions passes near a 

computer in the design of the reporting documentation, and his contact with the children and 

personnel of children's institutions is minimized.   

Surprisingly, but the fact is a modern senior educator of the child care institution may not 

know all the pupils of his kindergarten. Perhaps, there are proponents of this situation, it is 

convenient not to assume that high mission discussed before, but then it's not a profession of a 

practitioner, rather, it is a mediocre, an administrator. 

Т. Dudorova, a teacher with 20 years’ experience, Moscow, notes «the Most important is 

the personnel problem. Those leave who have kept pre-school education; they raised three 

generations of children. It replaced with the new young staff.   

Not all come at the behest of the heart. It’s not a secret that caregivers are still perceived 

by many as those who just feeding and sleep stacks. The prestige of the profession doesn’t 

correspond to the emotional and physical costs of preschool educators. It is a paradoxical 

situation. When we want to place a child in a kindergarten, we often don’t important, new 

furniture in it or not. First of all we hope that there will be a kind and sympathetic pedagogue, 

who will become, if not to love the baby as we have, then at least to understand.  But when we 

hear that someone is going to enter the pedagogical University, College, our reaction, as a rule, is 
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sceptical. Why? After all, everybody wants a good pre-school educator with our children and a 

 good tutor would teach them. 

Kindergarten isn’t just a home for the children. It is a place of employment for a large 

number of adults. Joy and happy fatigue from this activity can be ensured only by understanding 

all those, who is with child. We’d like more beautiful, comfortable buildings for preschool 

institutions with large group rooms and cozy bedrooms, bright halls and swimming pools, a 

recreation room for the teacher and the living room for the parents. Pre-school institutions lack 

the male component in upbringing, not in administration.  

We‘d like to wish a reasonable occupancy rates groups, but not on the list, but in reality. 

It means our children will get sick less, because we keep and strengthen their health. We would 

like to parent meeting came parents, because this is how it is called. We expect that preschool 

education is the first stage of education, because it begins with us. Don't forget doors 

kindergarten opened early in the morning. 

Employees of the RAS A.Tikhonov, E. Аkimkin , V.  note: «The subjects of management 

in science cities, which received the freedom of choice in self-determination of further urban 

development, were faced with a difficult task to organize the interaction of various social active 

entities in the context of creating a system of city management as a science city. » [Tihonov A.V, 

2012, p 5] 

As a co-author of the research Yuri Antonov asked us a question: are pre-educators of 

science-town of Dubna social active entities? 

He notes: «the bright representative of a leader in the professional community of 

educators in Dubna is our Maria Gorbunkova-Bazhenova. Weekly, overcoming 250 kilometers 

she cooperates with the teachers of the British Council, prepares a project with Cambridge 

university press, she also participates in presentations textbooks, studies in retraining, organizes 

an individual enterprise training kids. Representatives of the Department of pre-school education 

of the city of  Dubna under the leadership of candidate of psychological Sciences Nadezhda 

Smirnova regularly help educational institutions to participate in all-Russian exhibitions, where 

they become the winners of professional competitions. At a high scientific-organizational level 

in Dubna was held Ministerial experiment of creating groups of short-time stay of preschool 

children at Centres of development of the child.  But this is a view of support of professionals, 

families, organizations leaders from Moscow. 

Question: What are the main obstacles in professional activities for educators do 

you see? 
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That's what they say, most of the pre-school educators in Dubna: «In Dubna are being cut 

specialists - teachers of additional education. Educator cannot replace them. 20 years educators 

conducted neither painting, nor the sculpt. Skills have gone. Because there were specialists.» 

Thus says the pre-school educator of the 1st qualifying category Maria Afanasieva, 35 

years old, the winner of the city professional competition « Pre-school educator - 2012», Dubna: 

«The teacher should be constantly improved. I annually raise my pedagogical skills of 

methodical literature, courses of improvement of qualification, exchange experience with the 

colleagues, take part in different competitions, trade fairs, seminars, constantly use of 

information technology in my work.» 

Anna Tugolukova,  53 years old, the pre-school educator of the highest qualification 

category, Dubna:  «I am very curious person. I never forget the old. I take the best of the old.    

I actively take part in symposiums, go to the yearly Pedagogical marathon in Moscow, where 

there's an opportunity to meet and discuss issues with professors of the country's leading 

Universities.» 

Social pedagogical communities.Recently, managers, educators and teachers of 

preschool institutions, students of pedagogical Universities began to join social network 

pedagogical communities, including the Internet. 

For the purpose to help the teachers-experimenters, parents, students, trainees, collectives 

of preschool institutions of science cities of megapolises and rural settlements, areas of art and 

crafts, high-tech enterprises, introduction of social technologies, by the efforts of the senior 

scientific employee of the Institute of sociology of the Russian Academy of Sciences Yuri 

Antonov was organized the Cross-sectoral Integration Centre of Preschool Organizations 

(MTsIDO). There is an Internet page of ICross-sectoral Integration Centre of Preschool 

Organizations (MTsIDO) in a social network Facebook. 

All of the above is consistent with the policy of the President of the Russian Federation 

Vladimir. Putin, who says that «we should support the development of teachers’ websites, online 

methodological rooms - in a word, everything that forms a professional environment. 
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